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Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow: 

Who inspired Messi to play football? 

Lionel Messi, widely regarded as one of the greatest 

footballers of all time, has often cited several figures as 

key inspirations throughout his career. One of the most 

significant influences in his early life was his father, Jorge 

Messi, who worked as a factory steel worker but had a 

passion for football. Jorge introduced Messi to the sport, 

taking him to see local matches and encouraging him to 

play from a young age. This foundational support instilled 

in Messi not only a love for the game but also an 

understanding of its importance in their family’s life. 

Another pivotal figure in Messi's journey was his 

maternal grandmother, Celia. Messi has frequently 

spoken about how she would accompany him to matches 

as a child, fueling his dream of becoming a professional 

player. After her passing, Messi has often dedicated his 

goals and achievements to her memory, highlighting the 

profound emotional connection that inspired him to pursue football with relentless determination. Celia’s 

belief in his talent and potential motivated Messi during the challenging moments of his career, reminding 

him of the support he had from the very beginning. 

Moreover, Messi’s admiration for other football legends such as Diego Maradona and Ronaldinho further 

shaped his approach to the game. Watching Maradona's mesmerizing skills and passion on the field gave him 

something to aspire to, while playing alongside Ronaldinho at FC Barcelona offered him valuable lessons in 

creativity and joy. Their unique styles and the way they approached the game not only influenced Messi’s 

technical abilities but also instilled in him the importance of enjoying football, making every match an 

experience to cherish. Through the combined inspiration of family and football icons, Messi cultivated his 

extraordinary talent and unwavering dedication, ultimately becoming the icon he is today. 

Q1. Why is Messi regarded as one of the greatest footballers of all time? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Q2. How was Messi’s grandmother a pivotal figure in the journey of his success? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Q3. Give another title for the passage and mention the reason behind choosing that. 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Q4. What ‘unique styles‘ are indicated in the last paragraph above? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Q5. Find out the words from the passage that mean the same and frame meaningful 

sentences on them. 

 

1. fascinating- 

 

 

2. esteem-  

  
 
 
 
  


